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4. The method of claim 1, wherein the at least one address comprises at least one MAC 
address. 

5. (Amended) The method of claim 4, wherein using the regular expression in place of 
the first portion of the at least one address comprises storing the regular expression in 
a first portion of a source address field of an address configuration table. 

6. (Amended) The method of claim 1, wherein using the regular expression in place of a 
first portion of t he at least one address comprises using the regular expression to 
specify at least one address of an address pool. 

7. (Amended) The method of claim 1 , wherein using the regular expression in place of a 
first portion of t he at least one address comprises storing the regular expression in a 
management information base. 

8. (Amended) A network device comprising a storage for storing at least one address, 
wherein the at least one address comprises a_fii$t_p_ortion and a second portion, and 
wherein the first portion is represented as [including] a regular expression 
[representing at least one address] , the regular expression representing an attribute of 
the first portion of the at least one address . 

9. The network device of claim 8, wherein the storage comprises an address 
configuration table. 

10. The network device of claim 9, wherein the regular expression defines a source 
address group. 

1 1 . The network device of claim 8, wherein the storage comprises a management 
information base. 

12. The network device of claim 11, wherein the regular expression defines an address 
pool. 

13. The network device of claim 8, wherein the storage comprises a routing table. 

14. The network device of claim 11, wherein the regular expression defines a forwarding 
equivalence class for a routing table entry. 

15. (Amended) An address configuration table for mapping a plurality of source devices 
in a source network to a single destination device in a destination network, the 
address configuration table comprising an address configuration table entry [having] 
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qV (Amended) Jbnethod for representing addressing information in a communication 

^ ^ system, the metiiod comprising apportioning at least one address into a first portion and a 
second portion, and encoding the first portion of the at least one address using a regular 
expression representing an attribute of the first portion of the address and using the 
regular expression \ place of the first portion at least one address. 




2. The method of cla 
address. 



VU wherein the at least one address comprises at least one X.121 




2^ 3. (Amended) The method of claim 2, wherein using the regular expression in place of the 
^ at least onVaddress comprises storing the regular expression in a first portion of a source 

Q / address fiel^pfan address configuration table. 

4, The method of claim 1 , wherein the at least one address comprises at least one MAC 

address. 

(Amended! The method of claim 4, wherein using the regular expression in place of the 
first portiorrtof the at least one address comprises storing the regular expression in a first 
portion of a source address field of an address configuration table. 

6. (Amended) TTrfc method of claim 1, wherein using the regular expression in place of a 
first portion of me at least one address comprises using the regular expression to specify 
at least one address of an address pool. 

7. (Amended) The method of claim 1, wherein using the regular expression in place of a 
first portion of the ax least one address comprises storing the regular expression in a 
management information base. 

8. (Amended) A networkVevice comprising a storage for storing at least one address, 
wherein the at least one \ddress comprises a first portion and a second portion, and 
wherein the first portion i^epresented as a regular expression, the regular expression 
representing an attribute of tfre first portion of the at least one add ress. 

9. The network device of claim 8, wherein the storage comprises an address configuration 
table. 




7 



Received from < 97826491 19 > at 1/9/03 8:40:26 PM [Eastern Standard Time] 



jS3-Jan-09 08:37pm From-$teubing,McGuiness 6 Manaras LLP 978 264 9119 T-006 P. 009/009 F-012 



09/51 l a 777 

10. The network device of claim 9, wherein the regular expression defines a source address 
group. 

11. The network device of claim 8, wherein the storage comprises a management information 
base. 

12. The network device of claim 1 1, wherein the regular expression defines an address pool. 

13. The network device of claim 8, wherein the storage comprises a routing table. 

14. The network device of claim 1 1 9 wherein the regular expression defines a forwarding 
equivalence class for a routing table entry. 

15. (Amended) address configuration table for mapping a plurality of source devices in a 
source network to a single destination device in a destination network, the address 
configuration taWe comprising an address configuration table entry storing an address, 
the address having a first portion and a second portion, the first portion comprised of a 
regular expressionVepresenting an attribute of a plurality of source device addresses. 
(Amended) A management information base comprising a management object for storing 
an address having a ffrst portion comprising a regular expression representing an attribute 
of at least one address,\md a second portion comprising bits of the at least one address. 
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